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BOXING CONTROL AMENDMENT BILL 2001 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 12 September. 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.17 pm]:  I congratulate the Minister for Sport and Recreation for bringing 
forward this legislation in his first year of government.  The Bill is not complicated.  The growing interest and 
participation in martial arts means that the Boxing Control Act 1987 requires amendment.  The Opposition on 
this side of the House supports the changes, particularly as approval to draft the Bill was passed by the Court 
Government in September 1998. 

An independent review in 1997 found that professional martial arts are subject to legislative controls in Victoria, 
New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory; an increasing number of professional fighters from 
Thailand are coming to Perth to fight in contests and no legislation exists to control the operation of these 
contests; and information received from the Victorian Combat Sports Board indicated that a number of Thai 
fighters in Australia had failed drug tests.  Without legislation, therefore, it was possible for fighters to be 
infected and as a consequence contract HIV-AIDS.  The review also stated that promoters should be forced to be 
safety conscious. 

With these points in mind and the reality that in May this year a kickboxer was knocked out by a kick and then a 
punch to the head as he was falling, was unconscious for around three minutes and received medical assistance 
only because the doctors of professional boxing bouts were present, it is little wonder that the Boxing Control 
Act should be amended to include all styles of professional combat sports. 

This Bill means that a doctor will be present at every contest and that all contestants must undergo medical 
examinations and blood tests before being registered with the Western Australian Professional Combat Sports 
Commission, which will now replace the Western Australian Boxing Commission.  The Court Government 
thoroughly researched this Bill and, apart from varying opinions on the definition of combat sport, the Cabinet of 
the day approved the drafting amendments to the Boxing Control Act to incorporate the changes necessary to 
achieve the proper health and safety standards in professional combat sports in Western Australia.  That approval 
was granted in September 1998.  It also recommended that the of the name of the Act be changed to the 
Professional Combat Sports Act and that the name of the Western Australian Boxing Commission be changed to 
the Western Australian Professional Combat Sports Commission and that membership of the new commission be 
expanded to include a person with knowledge of martial arts. 

Anyone involved with boxing would know that it has always been a controversial sport.  In recent times, the 
world heavyweight champion Mike Tyson bit off part of one of his opponent’s ears - that is not good.  Last 
week, Kostya Tszyu, Australia’s triple world champion was involved in a fight that finished in controversy.  
Tszyu is a brilliant boxer and did everything one could think an Australian boxer could do.  He knocked his 
opponent senseless but the referee may have counted him out before the bell had gone.  Consequently, his 
opponent jumped up and threatened the referee.  That is not good sportsmanship and it is not good for the sport.  
It is the sort of controversy that is often found in boxing.  This amendment Bill is well overdue.  It contains all 
the recommendations of September 1998.  I support wholeheartedly the changes. 

MR EDWARDS (Greenough) [9.21 pm]:  I am aware that the Bill originated from the coalition Government 
during the last Parliament.  The purpose of the Bill is to amend the Boxing Control Act to include all styles of 
professional combat sport to provide adequate minimum safety standards for the sport.  The Western Australian 
Boxing Commission will be expanded by an additional two members who will have experience and knowledge 
of martial arts.  The commission will be renamed the Western Australian Professional Combat Sports 
Commission.  I note the name change. 

Boxing has been around since time immemorial.  It started in the days of bare knuckle fighting.  It caused 
horrific injuries that could lead to death.  In the early 1800s in England, Jem Mace was a champion bare knuckle 
boxer.  In the United States, John L. Sullivan was a champion boxer.  The sport has thrown up a lot of characters.  
I cannot run through the names of all of them.  Those are but two names from the 1800s.  From then until now 
famous boxers include the Australian, Les Darcy, Jack Dempsey and Gene Tunney from the United States, 
Henry Cooper from England, Ingmar Johansen from Sweden, and Floyd Patterson and Cassius Clay from the 
United States.  More recent famous boxers include Lionel Rose, Johnny Famechon and Kostya Tszyu from 
Australia and Mike Tyson from the United States.  Boxing started with bare-knuckle fighting and progressed to 
the Marquess of Queensberry’s rules.  The rules were introduced in the late nineteenth century to regulate 
fighting.  Boxers had cloth wrapped around their hands and wrists.  That evolved into boxing gloves.  I believe 
gloves were introduced at some time between the world wars.  That was certainly the case in Australia, although 
it may have been earlier in Europe.  More rules were introduced to address safety issues.   
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Boxing evolved in Australia during the Depression.  People fought for money and boxing was the subject of 
much betting.  I remember arriving in Australia in the late 1960s and seeing the boxing troupes that travelled 
through country areas.  The boxers would take on the local heavies who thought they could make a quick quid.  
More often than not, they landed on the canvas on their backs.  It was all good fun.  The fights were controlled 
by regulation; boxers were not allowed to hit below the belt.  There were prescribed belt lines.  Boxers used 
gloves, gum shields, cup protectors and head guards.  Dress codes and medical requirements were introduced.  
Rounds were strictly timed and fights had a strict number of rounds.  Fights were controlled by a referee in the 
ring. 

More recently, doctors have had to be present.  Match weight requirements were also introduced.  Boxing now 
has a set of standards that are very acceptable.  They have evolved over time.  Whether boxing is a sport 
supported by members of this House is not the question.  Everybody has his own opinion.  The history of boxing 
shows that a set of safety standards has been in place for some time and they have evolved over time.  With the 
advent of better communication and easier movement around the world, other forms of martial arts such as 
kickboxing have now become part of our culture.  Kickboxing does not have basic safety requirements.  As my 
colleague, the member for Dawesville said, there have been some nasty accidents.  The Bill needs to cover the 
issue.  I note from the comments of the minister during the second reading speech that it is not proposed to 
include amateur combat sports as the sports are considered to be adequately self-regulated through respective 
state sports associations.  New disciplines of martial arts are evolving and the Bill allows for the introduction of 
the new disciplines.  I support the Bill.  Any safety controls that can obviate serious injury and bring about 
acceptable safety standards should be supported. 

MR WALDRON (Wagin) [9.26 pm]:  I support this Bill and congratulate the minister on the Bill.  The safety 
and protection of a person’s health and wellbeing while participating in any form of sport is a matter of great 
importance.  All sporting management bodies should have adequate and minimum standards under which they 
operate.  It is commonsense to amend the Boxing Control Act and expand the Western Australian Boxing 
Commission and rename it the Western Australian Professional Combat Sports Commission.  The commission 
will incorporate other martial arts sports to include all professional combat sports.  It will apply minimum safety 
standards to them.  It will be welcomed by the sports and the competitors. 

I have been heavily involved in sport during my life, both as a competitor and an administrator.  I am very aware 
of the safety of competitors and the promotion of sport.  I am aware of the need for parents to see that sports are 
run sensibly and have appropriate safety standards.  Requiring all professional contestants to register will make 
them adhere to medical controls and requirements.  It is an excellent initiative.  Referees, promoters and 
commission members will be obliged to ensure that fights do not continue when an approved medical 
practitioner declares that a contestant is medically unfit to continue.  It is a very important point.  In combat 
sports and other sports there is always a great danger of a contestant being injured to the point where he is in 
danger if he continues.  Contestants can suffer further injury and put their lives at risk.  A contestant is often hit 
and becomes dazed but wants to continue.  In such cases a contestant’s mind and body are not quite right.  The 
contestant is usually emotional and dazed and not in a position to make a sensible decision.  That was shown the 
other night in the fight between Kostya Tszyu and Zab Judah.  The new regulations apply to professional contact 
sports.  It is not proposed to include amateur contact sports at this stage.  I have concerns because it is at the 
lower end of most sports that we see problems with safety levels for participants.  In many cases, there are more 
problems at the lower end of sports because standards are not as high and the refereeing and conditions are not as 
good.   

I note the minister felt that the respective sport associations adequately regulated the amateur side of the sports.  
That is good, and I hope that is sufficient.  The minister also said that he felt the sports are adequately self-
regulated.  Does the minister see a problem down the line with the lower end of the sports, and will that be 
monitored closely?  I know that in the lower levels of other sports, especially in country sports, which have 
lower standards, the problems are even greater.  I understand it is hard to address that completely.   

I have always had concerns at the safety levels of boxing.  I am not a fan of the sport, but I realise that a lot of 
people are.  I have always thought that the best form of boxing I have seen is that which takes place in the 
Olympic Games or Commonwealth Games where protective helmets are worn and the rounds are limited to three 
three-minute rounds.  This provides some protection to the heads of participants.  I am concerned about 
protecting participants heads in all sports, because that is where the serious injuries occur and can often have 
long-lasting effects.  In Olympic boxing the result is determined by points.  That provides what I consider to be a 
fast and exciting contest.  The contestants have to go on the attack, because they do not have much time to score 
points, so it is exciting to watch.  It may be that boxing purists would want more than three three-minute rounds - 
maybe they would want six, eight or 10 rounds - and they would argue that endurance and fitness are a big part 
of the contest.  However, I feel that six to eight three-minute rounds would be plenty, although that is another 
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story.  I would like to see all boxing and perhaps other combat sports conducted along similar lines - that is, 
wearing padded helmets to protect the head and limiting the number of rounds.  I know that some of the combat 
sports to some extent already do this, but I would encourage that for all.  I strongly support reasonable safety for 
all participants in every sport.  I stress that for the wellbeing of participants, for the quality of the sport and its 
long-term future, because to attract people to the sport we must ensure that sport is well run and safe and 
provides for the enjoyment of the spectators.   

This is a good Bill; it serves an important need and I support it.   

MR TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [9.33 pm]:  Many members may find it a little unusual, but I will speak on this 
Bill because my father was a boxer. 

Mr Marshall:  He would have been a lightweight.   

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I can tell the member for Dawesville that he was a good one, or so many people tell me.  I 
know he was talking to the member on election day.  If the member had wanted to go a few rounds he would 
have been right into it.   

A lot of people laugh when I say this, because they look at me and wonder how I could have come from boxing 
stock, but my dad tried out for the golden gloves competition in 1964.  He was a golden gloves winner in his 
division in 1964, and I am very proud of his prowess as a boxer.   

I can remember my dad taking me, as a nine or 10-year-old, to the Northam police boys club.  He laced me up in 
my gloves, which seemed to be a bit heavy; I could hardly lift them above my navel.  I was supposed to have a 
practise bout with this young fellow.  The bell went and I waltzed over.  I was doing a bit of a dance and a 
weave.  He hit me right under the chin and I went down like a bucket of the proverbial, and that was the end of 
my short boxing career.  I can remember looking at my father out of the corner of my eye and he had his head in 
his hands; he was a little disappointed.  I went into other pursuits - more of the theatrical type - rather than 
boxing.   

I am proud of my dad’s boxing prowess.  Having spoken to him over many years about his time in boxing, 
particularly the great era in the 1950s and 1960s when the boxing troupes went around to the shows.  He can tell 
great stories of that great Western Australian showman, George Stewart, who used to take the boxing tents to the 
local regional and rural shows in Western Australia.  He used to tell me that George always built the boxing ring 
on a bit of a hill.  His boxers would always start at the top of the hill and the amateurs at the bottom of the hill, so 
they had a bit of a time of it.  One thing he has always said about boxing and any combat sport is the need for 
regulation.  Obviously the Boxing Control Amendment Bill 2001 deals with combat sports to ensure that the 
minimum safety standards are enshrined and they are regulated in a manner that ensures that safety is the 
primary concern.  I congratulate the minister for bringing this legislation before this House and commend the 
Bill to the House.   

MR ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.35 pm]:  I am certainly no pugilist.  I never intended to be and never will 
be; however, I have some background in this.  I was prompted to speak tonight because boxing has come under 
consideration recently with a couple of incidents, in particular, the death of Ahmad Popal the Queensland boxer 
who died in Victoria and also Patricia Devellerez a Perth boxer who got into some degree of difficulty in New 
Zealand.  Even though the Bill is related more to combat sports, what tends to happen when an incident occurs in 
any form of boxing is that combat sports are included as well.  It is an area of public interest that tends to portray 
the gory details of people having their ears bitten off, brain damage and that sort of thing.   

The purpose of the Bill is to provide for the inclusion of professional combat sports such as full frontal karate, 
Muay Thai and kickboxing into the existing legislation.  That is a step in the right direction.   

I do not really want to go into my involvement in combat sports, because I draw a clear distinction between 
martial arts and combat sports.  Not all martial arts are combat sports, when one includes things like traditional 
archery, martial arts weapons training and that sort of thing.  One can even make an argument for judo and so on. 
The expression “combat sport” is better, because martial arts implies a higher degree of philosophy and has far 
more constraints than is emphasised by that other term.  The two are very different.  I will not waste the 
Chamber’s time going into the esoteric detail of martial arts versus boxing and combat sports.  Suffice to say, the 
title is a good one and somewhat different from the Victorian situation.   

I will follow up the point that the Deputy Leader of the National Party raised about this Bill’s dealing only with 
the top end of the sport - the professional level of sport.  I share his concerns.  My life in martial arts began as a 
kid - as the member for Mandurah explained - going down to the local police boys club and having the daylights 
belted out of me every Wednesday night; it was good for me!  I was forced into martial arts because my two 
brothers-in-law are black belts and they were trained by Korean rangers; I did not have a lot of choice.  
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However, what is important for that lower end of the scale is not so much the participation - as in hitting people - 
but the discipline that goes into the training.  It is a fantastic sport for kids to be involved in.  I could speak at 
length about it.  It provides a focus for discipline and some degree of regimentation that many kids do not have 
in their lives.  The training within the sport and the degree of pain that comes with it is a good thing.   

I always had concerns about the proliferation of the martial arts that developed out of the karate films of the 
1970s, which led to many unscrupulous people entering into the martial arts industry.  A number of martial arts 
tournaments proliferated in the late 1970s and early 1980s that had no clear definition of the rules.  Children who 
competed in those tournaments often did not wear protective gear and were set at each other.  That sort of thing 
also went on in the 1960s, and is totally unacceptable.  In the first few tournaments in which I participated, there 
was a chest pad of sorts, but no gloves and no protection to any other part of the body - members know what I 
mean when I say “any other part of the body” - which might explain a few things.  There was no protection there 
and there was no headgear.  Competitors were allowed to punch their opponents as much as they liked except to 
the head - although they were allowed to kick their opponents in the head.  That was at the lower end of the 
scale.   

That type of thing began to disappear from the martial arts scene that I was involved in, which became more 
regimented and tightly controlled.  That was able to occur only because that martial art was aligned with 
international organisations and so on.  That behaviour was more of a concern to me in the 1980s than it is today, 
although I have not been to a dojo for a while.  Although I share the member for Wagin’s concerns, I think that 
parents have enough nous to pull their kids out of those situations before they become a problem.  This 
legislation is designed to handle situations that have been well covered by other members today.  If there is no 
regulatory body of the industry, anyone could be brought in from overseas, particularly from Thailand, with the 
possibility that the professional fighters who try to knock the daylights out of each other and who spill blood 
backwards and forwards could contract HIV.   

In my experience with combat sport, mismatching was very common.  Two fighters might have trained for the 
same length of time, be equal height and weight, and they might both look fit enough; however, often their skill 
levels were very different.  I am talking about blows that can do all sorts of damage.  That kind of mismatching 
was very common when I participated in the sport.  Some competitors lacked expertise and some had more 
natural ability than others.  On some occasions there would be differences of age between competitors with the 
same skill level and physical fitness, and I have seen people break down and cry on the mat because of their 
immaturity.  As I have said, physical condition is an obvious form of mismatching.   

I did some research on this issue.  This legislation has any number of references to the rules that cover 
everything, including ring announcements, agents, matchmakers, timekeepers and co-managers.  All those 
regulations will ensure that mismatching does not occur and that tournaments are conducted in the proper way.  
One of the main reasons this is good legislation is that boxing has always attracted characters who are not on the 
right side of the law at times.  However, the controls have managed that aspect.  In the 1980s when I first went to 
a full-contact kickboxing night, I was concerned that some of the characters - I will not name them - had bad 
reputations and, I believe, police records.  They were the sort of people who I would not want to associate with 
any sport, particularly a sport that produces trained soldiers.  In the early 1980s, bouncers outside the doors of 
nightclubs were not trained in martial arts; that developed later.  At that time, there was a cadre of well-trained, 
disciplined characters involved in combat sport who were unsavoury.  The Minister for Sport and Recreation and 
members of the previous Government probably understand that situation; therefore, this Bill will help to combat 
that.  In times past, there was a body of well-trained, disciplined people who flirted with the wrong side of the 
law, which was not a good thing.  The legislation will help to obviate a lot of that - I do not want to use the term 
“criminal behaviour”, because I have not been involved in martial arts for a long time and anecdotes are not 
sufficient to make those types of accusations.  However, a lot of that occurred at the time.   

I enjoyed my years in martial arts.  I look back on them as some of the best times in my life.  Martial arts can 
offer a lot to children.  I do not particularly like kickboxing and full combat sports.  I do not think it is a great 
thing to watch two people trying to kick each other in the head.  Although that does not appeal to me, if someone 
asked me whether I wanted to watch some kickboxing tonight, I probably would.  I do not understand those two 
elements and I think that many people feel like that.  Although they are repulsed by the sight of it, they like to 
watch it.  This Bill handles the situation in which a number of disciplines that have grown must be brought under 
an umbrella of legislation, and it does that effectively.  

MR McGOWAN (Rockingham - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.46 pm]:  I congratulate the Minister for Sport and 
Recreation for introducing this legislation into Parliament so quickly.  I do so while admitting that the member 
for Peel should make a few remarks about this Bill because he is a well-known pugilist.  Photos on the wall of 
his office in Kwinana, taken when he was a featherweight boxer and a younger man with a fresh face and curly 
black hair, show him wearing a set of gloves and ready to take on all comers.  
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Mr Marlborough:  Every time the bell on the bus rang, I was ready to go!   

Mr McGOWAN:  That is true.  I recall a few years ago on the member’s tenth anniversary as a member of 
Parliament, seeing some photos of him in the local newspaper, shirtless and attacking a punching bag.  However, 
I am sure that the member for Peel can speak for himself.  In past years, the former member for South Perth, Mr 
Bill Grayden was a well-known boxer.  I recall hearing a few stories about him around this place - 

Mr Marlborough interjected. 

Mr McGOWAN:  I never saw that.  When he was in his 70s, he decided to take on a few of the reasonably young 
Labor members one night and he got a bit uppity in the Speaker’s office.   

This Bill changes the existing law, which the former Labor Government introduced in 1987.  The existing 
boxing control commission has Hon Bill Grayden as its chairperson, even though he is in his 80s.  It is designed 
to ensure that there are rules, regulations and ways to ensure that people who participate in combat sports are 
protected.  Historically, it only ever covered boxing because boxing was the most common of these sports.  We 
are now in an era in which boxing is probably the least common of these combat sports.  A range of other sports 
are more popular among people in our community.  This legislation is designed to regulate those sports.  There 
are a range of arguments, similar to those concerning illicit drugs, about whether these sports should be regulated 
or banned.  The question of whether boxing and a number of these sports should be banned has been periodically 
raised.  I have examined that issue, particularly over the past four years.  If these sports are banned, they will go 
underground.  In that situation there is far less regulation, a limited capacity for medical treatment of the people 
involved and no rules in relation to referees and so on.  The banning of these sports does not work.   

The Government will expand the regulation of these sports to include a range of fighting codes.  A number of 
these sports require regulation.  During his second reading speech, the minister referred to various sports 
including karate and kickboxing.  Another sport is Muay Thai, which is a particularly aggressive form of 
kickboxing that was introduced to Australia from Thailand.  Muay Thai is popular these days.  It was invented in 
Thailand during the past 1 000 years or so and was used in battle by the armies of kings, princes, warlords and 
the like to fight opposing armies, including those from Cambodia.  Over their years of training, the fighters 
would toughen up the bones in their arms and shins by beating them against wood or rock - it sounds quite 
gruesome - so that the skin over the top of their arms and shins would become very thin.  They could then use 
these parts of their bodies as clubs, so that when they went into battle they could swing their shin or forearm -  

Mr Day:  Don’t you mean thick? 

Mr McGOWAN:  I believe it was thin, so that the bone was close to the surface.  That way they could attack 
their opponent, particularly in the neck, in such a way as to cause a mortal injury.  That is the history of that sort 
of fighting.  Regular tournaments of this type of boxing are held once or twice a year in Western Australia.   

Mr Barnett:  This is like hearing the inner secrets of the Labor Caucus. 

Mr McGOWAN:  I was going to ask the Leader of the Opposition how many times he had been punched in the 
ring.  However, I felt he might not want to answer that question.  I am sure the Leader of the Opposition will 
support this legislation.   

This form of fighting is now used in tournaments in Western Australia.  I considered whether the Government 
should attempt to ban it.  Naturally, it has a lot of support and would go underground if it were banned.  The 
Labor Party has decided that regulation is best.  I am aware of other forms of fighting that are even more brutal, 
including a form known as ultimate fighting, in which two people go into a cage and are permitted to use any 
fighting technique.  That sport exists in the United States.  I have not heard of that type of fight occurring in 
Western Australia.  There was a proposition to ban this sport.  Again, we come up against the same argument.  
Anything goes in ultimate fighting until one of the participants is unconscious, unable to get off the canvas or, I 
suppose, dead.  As such, I am interested in the minister’s opinion of whether this form of contest should be 
prohibited or what legal position the Government will take on that type of contest.  It is not a problem in Western 
Australia at the moment because I do not believe it has been introduced here in any shape or form.   

I congratulate the minister on this Bill.  I have one further question about the age of people who participate in 
these sorts of contests.  I know that laws have been introduced in New South Wales to make sure that children 
under the age of 14 are not permitted to engage in boxing.  That raises questions about a range of other sports 
such as tae kwon do, karate, Muay Thai and other martial arts, as well as wrestling, including Graeco-Roman 
wrestling, which Roy and HG made famous during the Olympic Games.  All those sorts of contests would be 
brought into question if boxing were banned in this State for children under the age of 14.  It is not an easy area 
to deal with; it is a tricky area.  Regulation is best, but some areas require further examination.  I would be 
interested in the minister’s answers to those points. 
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DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.56 pm]:  I agree with the member for Rockingham, in that I would like 
boxing to be banned.  As a nurse, I have cared for young men aged about 30 who have suffered brain damage 
caused by boxing.  By the time those men reach 40 or 50, they have severe brain damage.   

In his second reading speech, the minister said that the purpose of the Bill was to provide adequate and minimum 
safety standards for the industry.  The Bill talks about regulating the sports industry and the fact that medical 
practitioners will be present during combat sports.  However, those people will be there only as observers.  They 
will not participate in the combat sport; therefore, they cannot control what is happening during the sport or 
activity.  The Bill does not adequately address the issue of health and safety.  It does not address the issue of 
ensuring health and safety standards, such as the wearing of safety equipment.  If contact sports are to continue, I 
would like an amendment to this Bill to protect people involved in those sports. 

MR CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.58 pm]:  First, I thank all members who 
have spoken.  All bar the last member to speak were supportive of the legislation.  Perhaps I can address the final 
member’s comments.  There is a wide philosophical argument about whether boxing and other combat sports 
should be permitted and, if so, under what conditions.  The general community view is reflected in the 
Parliament; that is, the community accepts that boxing and other combat sports should take place, but as is 
evidenced by the drive to get this legislation up, some regulatory control is required.  The Government expects 
that minimum conditions and health requirements will be pursued, maintained or ensured in these sports.  This is 
not, and was never intended by the former or present Government to be an attempt to outlaw boxing or combat 
sports.  

Dr Woollard:  I did not argue for the outlaw of combat sports, but for minimum safety standards to be ensured.  

Mr CARPENTER:  The member wanted us to ensure that participants do not get hurt.  It is impossible to ensure 
that participants in a combat sport do not get hurt.  They will get hurt.  Boxers get knocked out; in fact, 
footballers get knocked out.  People involved in combat sports will get hurt.  We can only regulate the 
environment around which that occurs to ensure that damage to people is minimised to the greatest possible 
degree.  That is what this legislation does.  It does not seek to prevent people from getting hurt, because they will 
get hurt.  There is no way of getting around that.  Everyone knows that is the case.  That leads into the argument 
about whether boxing and other combat sports should be permitted at all.   

Dr Woollard:  I was talking about suitable headgear. 

Mr CARPENTER:  If the member had had the time to look through the legislation, she would understand that 
steps are being taken to ensure that the damage to an individual in a bout is minimised, and that, as far as is 
possible, his health and wellbeing are protected.  It is impossible to protect people involved in a combat sport 
from getting hurt.  That is the nature of the sport.   

I appreciate the member for Dawesville’s strongly supportive comments of what we are trying to do.  This 
legislation has not been rushed.  The proposition that something should be done about combat sports has been 
part of the political debate for several years.  Legislation to effect such an outcome should have been introduced 
earlier, but other things get in the way, and the legislative program does not run as quickly or as smoothly as one 
would like.  I am pleased that this Government has been able to introduce this legislation in its first year.  The 
legislation has become necessary because regulations affect only boxing, which was the combat sport of the 
Anglo-Celtics and Europeans - Marquess of Queensberry rules.  The member for Peel asked about professional 
wrestling.  We could argue whether that is a combat sport or whether it is covered by the clauses dealing with 
sham contests.  Boxing has been the traditional combat sport of our society, and a regulatory framework has 
developed around that at both the amateur and professional levels.  The changing nature of society and other 
influences have resulted in the increased popularity of various other combat sports.  These are well regulated at 
the amateur level because a separate regulatory regime is in place.  However, there is no regulation whatsoever 
at the professional level.  As the member for Southern River outlined, people have been able to put on any sort of 
bout involving any types of combatants -   

Mr Watson:  Including ABC studios. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Including ABC studios!   

People have been able to put on a spectacle involving any combatants, no matter how poorly matched they might 
be, and call it a professional combat sport.  From what I understand, severe injuries have been inflicted.  It is 
generally agreed there is an urgent requirement for something to be done about it.  This legislation came from 
that background.  It is a reflection of the changing nature of our community, the different types of combat sports 
now on offer, and a desire to spread the regulatory framework that developed around the traditional combat sport 
of boxing to encompass all other combat sports.  We have deliberately shied away from defining every possible 
sport to allow us the flexibility of deciding which combat sports we will regulate.  As the members for Southern 
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River and Rockingham said, there is a proliferation of these sports and they come under various names.  I will 
not go into the genesis of this legislation because the hour is late and many members have commented on it.  I 
thank the members for Dawesville and Greenough for their articulation of the reasons for this Bill.  

I have addressed the member for Wagin’s comments.  The Bill is specifically aimed at the professional area, 
which is not regulated.  Unsavoury elements have been involved in professional sports and other activities 
involving the combat sports area.  As a former journalist, I am aware of the people members have spoken about.  
In fact, I have spoken to them.  Something needs to be done in this area, and we are doing it.  

The problem of injury was mentioned.  We can regulate only to an extent.  We cannot prevent people from 
injuring themselves in combat sports, but we can minimise the likelihood that injury will be severe and that it 
will result from mismatched combatants.  We can also prevent the transmission of blood-borne diseases and so 
on, which is another possibility that arises when people come from other countries to pit themselves against men 
and women in Australia in unregulated contests, and the likelihood of spillage of blood is high.   

I have addressed the member for Southern River’s comments.  I thank him for his contribution.  He knows far 
more about these sports than I am ever likely to know.  The member for Rockingham referred to the role played 
by the former member for South Perth, Hon Bill Grayden.  He is still the chairperson of the Western Australian 
Boxing Commission.  He has served the State brilliantly for many years.  He is now well into his 80s.  I have 
found that it is difficult to find people who are willing to serve on the WA Boxing Commission or, as it will 
become, the Professional Combats Sports Commission, in what is basically an honorary capacity.  It is not an 
easy thing to do.  I take the opportunity to thank the former member for South Perth, Hon Bill Grayden, for his 
long service to this State and to this area.  There is some possibility he may continue his involvement.  We will 
expand what is now known as the Western Australian Boxing Commission to include a greater number of people 
with expertise in the regulation of other combat sports.  

The member for Rockingham also referred to the development of Muay Thai in Western Australia.  
Representatives of the Amateur Muay Thai Association of Thailand - the chairperson and other senior people - 
visited me last week, concerned that we are seeking to outlaw their sport.  Once they understood the nature of the 
legislation, they were enthusiastic about what we are doing, because it will in a sense prevent the corruption of 
their sport.  By defining what is Muay Thai, the legislation will prevent the staging of unregulated bouts of Muay 
Thai.  They were happy with what we are doing and congratulated us for it.  They also urged us to act with some 
degree of expedition.   

The member for Mandurah gave a surprising insight into his personal history, which I found most entertaining.  I 
congratulate his father and offer my commiserations that he produced issue incapable of following in his 
footsteps.  However, I am sure he is proud of his son, who has excelled himself in so many other ways, including 
through the theatre and politics, the greatest combat sport of all.  I thank him for his support.   

I do not know whether George Stewart is a still a member of the Labor Party.  He is a long-term member of the 
Labor Party and an incredible character.  Many of us have read his book, The Leveller: The Story of a Violent 
Australian, and had some personal contact with him.  He is one of the great characters of Western Australian 
history.  He is an interesting fellow who has given much enjoyment to many people, and has probably also 
knocked sense into them.   

In broad terms, I thank both sides for their support, and the member for Wagin for his interest.  This legislation 
will advance combat sports in Western Australia and put them onto a footing to eliminate some of the more 
unsavoury elements.  It will also help protect the health and wellbeing of contestants.  Once again, I am grateful 
for the support the legislation has attracted.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time, proceeded through remaining stages without debate, and transmitted to the Council. 
 


